St Ives Uniting Church
26" March 2023
Lent 5

“The Humanity of our Lord”

Notices and Welcome

Introduction and Call to Worship
We Light the Christ Candle
Prayer of Invocation
Gathering to Praise God
Hymn 231: At the name of Jesus Camberwell
Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving
Declaration of Forgiveness

God is love. Through Christ, your sins are forgiven. Take hold of this
forgiveness, and live your life in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Listening to God’s Word.



Responsive Reading: Psalm 130

A song of ascents.
Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD;
Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive
to my cry for mercy.
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with
reverence, serve you.
| wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word | put
my hope.
| wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing
love
and with him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
Amen

We share the peace amongst us

First Lesson
Romans Chapter 8 Verses 6 — 11 Lawrence Peak

®The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by
the Spirit is life and peace. ' The mind governed by the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. € Those who
are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

%You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of
the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 19 But if
Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death
because of sin, the Spirit gives lifeld because of righteousness. 11 And
if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies because ofl€l his Spirit who lives in you.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%2C+6-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28127d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%2C+6-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28128e

Hymn 261: Lord, you are the light of life to me Fairmead

Second Lesson
John Chapter 11 Verses 1 — 27 Lara Pillai
The Death of Lazarus

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. ? (This Mary, whose brother
Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to
Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4“When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death.
No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through
it.” > Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ® So when
he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more
days, “and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to
stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone
who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s
light. %1t is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they
have no light.”

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep; but | am going there to wake him up.”

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant
natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 1> and for your sake |
am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus!d) said to the rest of the
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

170n his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles® from
Jerusalem, 1% and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 2 When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at
home.

H


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+11%2C+Verses+1+-+45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+11%2C+Verses+1+-+45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b

2L“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. %2 But | know that even now God will give you
whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “| know he will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

2T“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, who is to come into the world.”

Musical Interlude Be still my soul The Priests

Third Lesson
John Chapter 11 Verses 28 — 45 Beth Dulin

28 After Martha had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary
aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for

you.” 22 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to

him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been
with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up
and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb
to mourn there.

32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.”

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and

troubled. **“Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Jesus, once more deeply
moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. 3°“Take away the stone,” he said.



“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there
is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see
the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and

said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. 42| knew that you
always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing
here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43\When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him

go.”* Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Lord Jesus Christ we give you our praise.

Sermon: “Crocodile Tears?” Lawrence Peak
Responding to God’s Word.

Hymn 609: May the mind of Christ my Saviour St Leonard’s
Offering

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

praise him, all creatures here below,

praise him above, ye heavenly host,

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People Lawrence Peak



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from euvil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: 161 Tell out my soul Woodlands

Benediction The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you,
The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you,
And give you peace. Amen

Blessing 778: Shalom to you now (sung twice)  “Somos del Senor”
Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends,

In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom

Postlude Organist Jim Abraham




